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SEAVIEW PARK 
INFORMATION NIGHT. 


Dick Southcombe 
GFNC rep. Seaview Park Steering 
Committee. 


Members of our club are invited to a 
Sausage Sizzle and Community 
Information Session at Seaview Park 
on Friday 13th November at 5.30 p.m. 


Council is providing the sizzling 
sausages, please BYO other food, 
drinks, chair and interested people. 


Brief talks about the Park land form, 
plants, animals and fossils will follow 
the meal and visitors will be shown 
special features. 


As we are hoping to form a local 
Friends Group your attendance and 
encouragement of the locals is 
important and most welcome. 


Phone 5243 3916 for 
information. 


further 


n 


In this issue... 


Joe Hubbard. This month he is on 
about dragons and weasels, | ask you. 
Joe's ‘Beaut Walk 11' appears on 
page 5. 


Do you have trouble with aphids in 
your garden? Before reaching for the 
insect spray read Ade Foster's article 
on page 6. 


Just when you thought you knew all 
the bird names, Valda Dedman 
features the "Moonbird" this month. 


Betty Moore directs us to information 
on interstate frog transportation, the 
Ocean Grove Park, more on the 
Bellarine Yellow Gum and other 
subjects. ps 
o 


A reminder... 


There are a lot of new and changed 
dates to digest in this issue. 


To help members, a summary of these 
appears on page 11. 
oO 


Tonight’s speaker... 


Neil Archbold B.A., M.Sc. and Ph.D 
graduated from Melbourne and has 
worked at CSIRO, Melbourne and 
Monash universities and now Deakin 
where he was appointed to a 
‘personal chair’ in paleontology in 
1995. 


He has published over а 100 
reviewed papers and chapters of 
books on brachiopods, particularly of 
the Permian Period. 


And his subject, 
‘Brachiopods’. 


Representatives of the Phylum 
Brachiopodia are usually rare and 
cryptic members of living marine 
benthonic communities, 
to 1000 living species are known to 
exist in the seas and oceans of the 
modern world. A few species inhabit 
tidal flat environments but no fresh 
water brachiopods are known to exist 
today or to have occurred in the past. 


Brachiopods were dominant in the 
shallow floor communities of the 
Palaeozoic Era (approximately 545 to 
251 million years ago). Thousands of 
fossil genera have been described 
with many times that number of fossil 
species. The phylum was dominant 
in the Palaeozoic Era, suffered a time 
of major extincions at the end of the 
Permian Period (298-251 million 
years ago), declined further during 
the Mesozoic Era and became a 
normally minor component of 
Cainozoic (Cenozoic) апа modern 
faunas. 


Brachiopods possess a shell of two 
parts (valves) and are filter feeding 
organisms. They possess a filter 
feeding organ called a lophophone 
which is usually supported by an 
internal calcite ‘skeleton’ called a 
brachidium. Many living brachiopods 
are permanently attached to the 
substrate by a ‘fleshy stalk’ called a 
pedicle. These features separate 
brachiopods from representatives of 
the phylum Mollusca such as 
bivalves. 


The presentation tonight will describe 
the morphology, ecology and 
remarkable geological history of the 
phylum. Australian brachiopods will 
be available for examination and 
fossil localities close to Geelong will 
be discussed. 

Oo 


Some 500 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Barry Lingham 


Sunday 15th November 


Lower Barwon River lakes 
Leaders: Graeme Tribe, 
Lingham 


Barry 


Depart Karingal at 9:00 am sharp. 


We will visit Hospital Lakes and then 
L Connewarre. Some people will take 
a 20 minute aeroplane flight along the 
Lower Barwon; others wil visit L 
Murtnaghurt. Please contact Graeme 
to book a plane flight ($20/head). 


The tour continues to the Plummer 
levee bank. Lunch is at Mt Colite (the 
Bluff) from 12:30 to 1:30. 


After lunch we will explore the 
mangroves near the Ocean Grove 
boat ramp and also near Thacker 
Street. We will finish up travelling to 
the North side of Lake Connewarre 
and visiting Campbell's Point. 


We hope to see you for all or part of 
this trip. Bring along gum boots, 
cameras, telescopes, sunscreen, hat 
and mosquito repellant. 


о 


CHANGE; : OF DATE 


The summer campout at Mt Baw Baw 
has been moved forward to the 
weekend of the 16th January to avoid 
a clash with a major mountain bike 
event being held on the mountain a 
week later. 


Contact Graeme Tribe for details. 
Oo 


New member... 


We are pleased to welcome 


Miss Jan Venters 


who joined the club in October. 


NOVEMBER 


... Joe Hubbard 


Kite Flying; Dragons апа 
Weasels; Hover Flies; And Also. 


Kite Flying. 

Watch a flock of Ibis flying and you 
will see a kite with two long tails 
streaming out behind it. The tails 
are taut with the birds in perfect V 
formation, broken only when there is 
a change of direction by the leading 
birds. This change becomes more 
accentuated as it passes down each 
line causing it to snake beautifully, 
just like kite tails in a strong wind. 


Sometimes the V is broken when the 
lead bird slows down for some 
reason and lines press forward until 
there is a muddle of circling, gliding 
birds. 


Once things are sorted out, the flight 
is continued or the flock glides down 
on to the target field or wetland. 


Bottom Lines. 

е Over Geelong, flocks seem to be 
prevalent during the months of 
October, November. (My 
observations could be wrong) 


е | have just read when flying іп 
formation they flop and glide in 
unison. That's why its looks so 
good. 


e And they use thermals to gain 
height and maybe even to have 
fun. 


Dragons and Weasels. 

Boneseed pulling can drive you to 
drink but it was early in the day that 
Rob Beardsley saw the dragon 
running on its hind legs across the 
road. Of course he had been 
fortunate enough to see the Tree 
Dragon or Jacky Lizard. Later | 
chatted to one sitting on a rock and 
coming out saw one digging a hole in 
the road - not very sensible. | have 
childhood memories of similar 
lizards but ме called them 
bloodsuckers - what a strange name! 


In our boneseed area in the You 
Yangs there were good signs of the 
recovery of native plants. In 
particular | noted the  Saloop 
Saltbush, a little trailing plant with 
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triangular shaped leaves and 
clusters of tiny red fruits and 
young plants of a succulent which 
reminded me of Karkalla - could it 
be the Inland Pigface Carpobrotus 
modestus? | | hope | wasn't 
admiring an environmental weed. 


And the weasels? They are the 
skinks living in our garden. 
Winston Huggins reckons they are 
Weasel Skinks. Like the dragon 
they have a very long thin tail as 
if someone forgot to say ‘when’. 


Hover Flies. 

Haven't there been a lot of Hover 
Flies around? Dave King tells me 
they are the ones with Richmond 
colours - yellow and black banded 
abdomens, fast moving, hover a 
lot and swarming over your 
flowers. 


On Sunday 25/10/98 | watched 
them stream through our area, 
Newtown and Manifold Heights, 
just as if they were on a migration. 
This movement was accompanied 
by dragonflies, big and small and 
some butterflies including the 
numerous Caper Whites. 


Earlier in the week a cloud of 
Hover Flies was seen travelling 
from the Shell Refinery towards 
Corio. 


And what about the Caper 
Whites? Everywhere! Are they 
on a flight to oblivion? Apparently 
they do not have any feed plants 
in this area on which their young 
could feed. They certainly go 
through the motions - | have seen 
mating Caper Whites in the 
northern Brisbane Ranges and 
even in our backyard there seems 
і be some excitement - among 
the butterflies of course. 


Keep watching out and recording 
events. 


And Also. 

Grassland Tour - Still time to go. 
Go for the blue of Pincushions, 
Grass Lilies, Blue Bells and Blue 
Devils. 


Common Fringe Myrtle. Look for 
its clusters of starry white to pink 
flowers. Widespread. Try 
Grasstree Park near Torquay. 


Hunt a duck. Look for the Blue-billed 
Ducks of Lake Lorne, Drysdale. 
Listen - for the Cicadas’ coming-out 
Party. 


Birds are raising families - Magpie- 
larks at mud nests, Yellow-rumped 
Thornbills in domed nests, Purple 
Swamphens on reed plat ferns, 
White-browed VWoodswallows with 
bowis of fine sticks and Rainbow 
Bee-eaters in their dark tunnels. 


Walk an estuary. Find flowering 
Noonflower and Sea-heath. Watch 
waders feeding on a mudflat or 
roosting at high tide. 


Baillon's Crake at Jerringot - Keep 
trying, they are there! 


Bottom Lines. 

е Barwon Valley Park is located on 
the Belmont side (south) of the 
Barwon River. For access take 
Barrabool Road off High Street, 
Belmont. j 


е Geelong Council has produced 
three free brochures. Exploring 
Geelong by Bike. Walkers сап 
use these. 


e After wintering іп northern 
Australia, and beyond, Sacred 
Kingfishers return to nest in tree 
hollows usually. You can't 
mistake this small richly coloured 
bird with a long, thick, pointed bill. 


е On your walk you may also see 
the Kookaburra, one of the 
largest kingfishers in the world. 


е Both kingfishers perch on low 
branches watching the ground 
intently for prey. 

е Considering its size, Seaview 
Park has an impressive plant list. 


oO 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


October 1998 


As usual, the GFNC committee has 
been dealing with numerous issues 
ranging from club administration to 
conservation matters. 


Alison Watson has been working 
hard to produce a draft for a new 
Jerringot brochure. We have a grant 
of some $1,400 to cover the cost of 
this brochure which will feature 
colour photographs of the plants, 
birds and animal life of Jerringot. 


The International Water Sports 
Complex issue seems to have gone 
quiet lately; it is time to revive this by 
sending letters to newspapers and 
politicians. Letters from individuals 
would help to keep this issue in the 
public eye. 


Alison is also working with Graeme 
Tribe to help coordinate the summer 
campout at Mt Baw Baw. This date 
has: been brought forward a week 
earlier to the 16th January to avoid a 
clash with a large mountain bike rally 
that will take place on the January 
long weekend. Тһе committee 
thought we would not appreciate 
sharing the area with thousands of 
bikes. 


A meeting will be held on Monday 
16th November to review our 
Library activities. Betty Moore does 
a great job in cataloguing and 
keeping track of all our books and 
journals. A small group will look at 
ways to improve our book stock, 
storage and general library facilities. 
Please pass on any ideas to Betty or 
me. 


Ade Foster has been investigating: 


the purchase of a computer to 
handle all the Club publishing tasks 
and also allow connection of the 
magazine editor to e-mail. At least 
six of our members have e-mail 
facilities. VVe are compiling a list of 
e-mail addresses - please send in 
your address if you have one. | can 
be contacted as follows: 


Barry Lingham's E-mail address is: 


We are in the process of forming 
a sub-committee to allow next 
years program to be drafted. 
Suggestions for excursion sites, 
excursion leaders, speakers 
names and campout sites would 
be appreciated. Please pass 
them on to a committee member. 


Many management plans for 
foreshores are currently in the 
process of being drafted for the 
Bellarine Bayside, Breamlea, 
Anglesea and Queenscliff areas. 
The Surfcoast Shire Planning 
Scheme is also being reviewed. 
The conservation group is looking 
into these matters. Thanks to 
Rosalind Smallwood for poring 
over the public notices to keep the 
committee informed about these 
events. 


A set of guide-lines for the 
management of Club funds is 
being drawn up. These would 
help the committee and Club 
members budget for projects and 
equipment items. The guide-lines 
should be available for ratification 
at the April Annual General 
Meeting. 


Special thanks to Dave King for 
his donation of small mammal 
traps to the Club. Many wre traps 
and Elliot traps plus a glass sided 
viewing cage have added to our 
current collection so we now 
should be able to give a better 
coverage of those areas we study 
as part of our trapping permit. 


December General Meeting 


This is a member's night where we 
will have some slides, a short 
trivia competition (based on local 
natural history) and finish up with 
supper. Could members please 
bring along a small plate of 
goodies to share with others for 


supper. 


The designs for a new front cover 
for the Naturalist will be on display 
for this meeting. If you are one of 
those talented members who 
could draw up a new cover, please 
help us out by submitting your 
ideas. The cover should be based 
on a natural history theme and 
include the Club's Logo and the 
current written information. For 
extra details please contact me. 


BIRD ATLAS PROJECT 


This Australia-wide project hopes to 
fully map the distribution and 
abundance of all our bird species. If 
you regularly count a particular area 


` or visit a special place now and then, 


Contact 
Cameron for more 


your data will help out. 

Margaret 

information. 
0 


CHALLENGE BIRD COUNT 


It is оп again on Sunday 6th 
December. This is the day to see all 
the local birds as you test your skills 
of picking bird calls and spotting 
distant birds as you tour all the best 
birds spots in the district. More 
details will be available at the 
November Bird Group or contact 
Margaret Cameron (ph 5229 9792) 


O 


COAST ACTION WALKS 


The Club has been asked to help 
with the activities being organised 
over the summer. If you could assist 
with these walks, please let Barry 
know. 


Sat 16th Jan 1999; 9:00 to midday 
- Barwon River walk 


Tuesday 12th Jan, 9:00 to midday 
- Limeburners Bay ramble 


Thursday 14th Jan, evening 
- Avalon beach/ saltworks 


HOODED PLOVER COUNT 
- NOVEMBER 8TH 1998 


This survey is conducted every two 
years and it is a good opportunity to 
walk along some of our splendid 
local beaches. The Hoodies are 
easy to recognise so you do not 
need to be a wader expert. Contact 
Margaret Cameron (ph 5229 9792) if 
you can assist in this very important 
Survey. 


O° 


lingham.barry.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 


BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


October 27th 1998 


This month's guest speaker was 
Barry Kentish. Barry last spoke to 
the bird group several years ago 
about the birds of Winter Swamp 
which is near Barry's home town of 
Ballarat. Barry's topic for this talk 
was "The Red-footed Boobies of 
North Keeling Island" 


The Cocos-Keeling lslands are 
situated some 3000 Km northwest 
of Perth and about 1000 Km south 
of Indonesia. They consist of two 
main coral atolls - Cocos (іп the 
south) and North Keeling Island. 
The Cocos atol has some 26 
islands of which two аге 
permanently inhabited. North 
Keeling Island is a National Park 
and has no permanent residents. 


In 1609, Captain Keeling first 
sighted these islands and by the 
19th Century they had been settled 
by shipwrecked sailors. In the early 
1800's, the first settlers arrived and 
the Clunies-Ross family brought 
Malay workers to the islands to 
develop the coconut palms for the 
copra industry. 


In 1867, the islands were granted to 
the Clunies-Ross family “іп 
perpetuity" by the British 
` government. This gave the family 
total power on the islands; they 
became the "Kings of the Cocos" 
with the ability to print their own 
currency (to be used by the workers 
to buy goods at the family owned 
store), make laws and settle 
disputes. 


In 1955 , the islands became a 
territory of the Commonwealth and 
in 1978 the islands were bought by 
Australia for $6.25 million. The 
population of the islands was then 
about 400 Malay workers and 150 
other people. They voted to 
become part of Australia in 1984, 
thus making this the most westerly 
part of Australia. 
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Currently, most of the non- 
Malay people on the island are 
employed by the Australian 
Government. They live on the 
West Island where the airport, 
store and administrative 
buildings are located. This 
island is about 150 metres wide 
and 16 Kim long. 


The descendants of the Malay 
workers live on Home Island 
which is a short ferry trip across 
the lagoon from West Island. 


The Red-footed Booby nests on 
North Keeling Island. It has 
been traditionally hunted by the 
Malay population as a food 
source but the bird also has 
some cultural and religious 
significance. 


The population of the boobies 
had been monitored for some 
years in an attempt to establish 
what the sustainable harvest of 
these birds should be. A 
moratorium оп hunting was 
established in 1986 and Barry 
Kentish was asked by the 


Australian Nature Conservation 


Agency to help in the booby. 
population survey. 


Barry was dropped off-shore of 
North Keeling island by a local 
boat and swam ashore to the 
island which is about 2 Km long 
and 500 m wide. The boat 
returned 8 hours later to pick 
him up, leaving him alone with 
the Red-footed Boobies, Greater 
and Lesser  Frigate Birds, 
Common Noddies and Brown 
Boobies that all breed on the 
island. 


The previous surveys had 
consisted of 20 metre transects 
that ran the width of the densely 
treed island at four different 
places. 


The Red-footed Booby is a large 
pelagic bird that raises a single 
chick in a colony. Incubation 
takes some 45 days and the 
young are dependent for a 
further 100 days. Peak breeding 
occurs from April to June, but 
breeding can occur throughout 
the year. 


Research data shows that adult 
mortality is about 896 per annum. 
Fledging success is from 10 - 70%, 
but 7596 of young birds die before 
reaching maturity. 


The population of birds on North 
Keeling was estimated at 23,000 
pairs. This figure was found from 
counting the number of nests in the 
transects and assuming 2 adults per 
nest. 


Barry noted that the previous 
survey methodology was seriously 
flawed as the transect method did 
not allow accurate establishment of 
the breeding population. He 
recommended that the survey 
should use randomly selected 
samples based on fixed area 
quadrats. 


After Barry's time at North Keeling, 
he was pressured to make 
recommendations on the numbers 
of boobies that could be harvested. 
The problem was that accurate data 
was not available on the long term 
population trends and the issue had 
a major human dimension. Barry 
could only suggest a continuing 
moratorium until the accurate 
population changes could be 
established 


The cultural, social , historical, 
political and economic value of the 
bird harvest to the local people had 
to be considered. The people 
needed education about the issue 
and a simple ban would have led to 
illegal harvesting. As more of the 
locals were recruited as Park 
Rangers, conservation issues 
became better understood. 


The many questions from the 
audience attested to the interest 
that Barry generated during his talk. 
We all became more familiar with 
this remote part of Australia and the 
unique history and conservation 
problems that have developed on 
the Cocos-Keeling Islands. 


Next Month's Speaker | 
Simon Kennedy will speak of his 
long term observations of "The 
Changing Bird life at Moyston". 


іш 
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BIO-DIVERSITY NOTES 


... Ade Foster 


Our meeting's topic for this month 
was Swamps and Ponds. Because of 
the extended dry period we have 
been experiencing, swamps and 
ponds themselves are in short 
supply, and the diversity of animals 
living in them is less varied than 
would otherwise be the case. We 
had samples from the ditch beside 
the cycle path at Jerringot, the 
swamp beside the railway line at 
Marshall, and the ponds at Barwon 
Valley Fun park. = 


The latter had huge numbers of 
backswimmers - Notonectidae and 
water boatmen - Corixidae, and a 
few Daphnia. The Marshall swamp 
yielded only shell shrimps - 
Conchosíraca in large numbers, and 
a few notonecta. The Jerringot ditch 
was by far the most productive. Our 
sample contained nematode worms, 
leeches, snails - Gabbia(?), Daphnia 
and: Cyclops, seed shrimp - 
Ostracoda, Amphipods, Shrimp - 
Paratya australiensis, Damselfly 
larvae - probably /schnura sp., 
Dragonfly larvae - Hemianax sp., 
Water Measurers- Hydrometridae, 
Notonecta and  Corixa, several 
beetle larvae - Hydrophilidae, 
Mosquito larvae and Chironomid 
midge larvae. Еуеп іп this dry spell 
when other swamps have few 
species in residence, Jerringot is rich 
in diversity and numbers. We are 
certainly lucky to have such a 
wonderful place in the Geelong 
region, and must do everything we 
can to preserve it. 


As usual, the specimen table had 


several treasures not in the least: 


related to our topic. As some of the 
members һауе recently been 
travelling far from Geelong, there 


was a very diverse range to keep us ` 


occupied. Ron Mole had a beautiful 
cockroach, and a very large bee 
from Cairns. | -had several beetles 
and an ow-fly from Darwin. Ow-flies 
are from the order Neuroptera which 
includes lacewings and antlions. 
Superficially they resemble 
dragonflies but they have very long, 
clubbed antennae, like butterflies. 
Adults and larvae are hunters, the 
larvae have huge jaws, and will 
tackle almost anything. Dave 


brought along some magnetite 
from the beach at Edward's Point, 
which we manipulated with a 
magnet. We had a plumed moth 
from Belmont whose wings are 
composed of five or six individual 
plumes which look exactly like 
feathers, a good few spiders and 
an echidna. In another life, | coach 
gymnastics and one of my 
charges, Kylie Anderson of Mt. 
Duneed, saw the echidna on the 
side of the road near the Stony 
Rises, where it had been bowed 
by acar. She convinced her Mum 
to stop, pick it up and keep it in 
their freezer for me until the 
meeting. You've got to love a kid 
like that ... thanks Kylie. 


Our next meeting will be 


Butterflies and Moths, 25th 


November at 8.00 pm 


Our November excursion is to 
Inverleigh Common / 
Bannockburn Bush on Sunday, 
8th. Meet at Fyansford Hotel 
carpark at 9.00 am. 


o 


JACKY WINTER 
by Valerie Lloyd-Jones 


Most birdos can identify the lovely 
Jacky Winter, especially when 
you can observe the white in its 
outer tail, but...would you 
recognize a juvenile? 


Travelling along a back road on a 
recent interstate trip, near 
Gilgandra, inland NSW (a very 
good birding area), two very vocal 
small birds had me scrambling for 
the reference book. A Jacky 
Winter but what was the other 
one. 


| finally identified the bird as a 
juvenile Jacky Winter with its 
spotted upperparts and delicate 
marbling on the breast. A 
memorable sighting. 


n. 


BEAUT WALK 11. 
... Joe Hubbard 


This return walk takes you through 
the Barwon Valley Park to the small 
Seaview Park which contains some 
interesting remnant vegetation on a 
limestone outcrop. 


From a small carpark near the 
Princes Bridge (Belmont side of the 
Barwon River) we walked 
downstream through the park, 
admired the fine children’s 
playground, looked for birds among 
the trees and were lucky enough to 
find a  ground-feeding Sacred 
Kingfisher. A Magpie put off a Silver 
Gull (they can steal eggs and 
nestlings you know) and for its 
trouble was in turn chased by a 
Magpie-lark and a Red Wattlebird. 
When it thought things could only 
get better it was pestered by a 
cheeky Willie Wagtail. 


At the end of the park you will find 
the Macintyre Footbridge. Stop and 
check the board which shows the 
heights of our major floods. 


Here you cross the road and follow 
the recently constructed path which 
takes you for a short way along the 
escarpment. This is Seaview Park 
which was saved from development 
by local residents and supporters, 
such as the GFNC. 


When we visited 10/10/98 white Rice 
Flowers were very evident and a 
scattering of | ground-hugging 
Scaevola with its blue fan shaped 
flowers. 


Retrace your steps to the Barwon 


Valley Park. Follow the path which - - 


takes you towards the caravan park. 
This will enable you to explore the 
small wetlands (two swans seemed 
to be nest building when we were 
there) and then to the water 
Sculpture which is well-worth a look. 
You still want more? Walk across 
Princes Bridge, right U-turn under it 
and there are the Barwon Water 
made Yollinko Wetlands. 


If it is near dusk return under the 
bridge into Balyang Sanctury and 
watch the Cormorants and Cattle 
Egrets fly to their nesting area on the ' 
island in the small lake. 

L 
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HUNDREDS OF HOVER FLIES 


by Ade Foster 
8 Hazel Street, Belmont, 3216 
In recent weeks, Geelong has seen an invasion of hover flies. They are about in astronomical 
numbers - some days just hundreds, the next many thousands. Hover flies are true flies from the 
order Diptera, and family Syrphidae. Their size ranges from 4 mm to over 25 mm and they appear 
in many colour schemes, from bright yellow or orange to dull dark black or grey with a few 


iridescent forms. Many аге Batesian mimics of stinging wasps and bees (Hymenoptera), and have 
adopted the gold and black striped livery. 


Hover flies are found throughout the world, wherever there are flowering plants, which are used 
as food sources and mating sites. They are abundant everywhere except in drier areas of the Old 
World and, although they range to the highest latitudes in the north, they are absent from 
subantararctic islands and Antarctica. 


They have a characteristic hovering flight, and dart about the garden, hovering perfectly still, then 
flitting to a new position. They are of considerable economic importance as pollinators and 
predators. In some agricultural settings, such as orchards, they out-perform bees in their role as 
pollinators. Syrphid maggots are important predators of pests such as aphids, scale insects, thrips, 
and caterpillars, and are rivalled only by lady-bird beetles and lacewings as predators useful for 
biological control. Some hover flies, however, are detrimental. Maggots of a few species are 
reported to attack bulbs and tubers of ornamentals and vegetables. 


The larvae can be found in many and varied habitats. Some are inquilines in social insect nests of 
ants, termites, wasps, and bees. Others are predacious on soft-bodied arthropods, scavengers, 
. saprophagous in litter and dead wood, coprophagous, (dung-eating) mycetophagous (fungus- 
eating), phytophagous (as borers in tubers, stems, and wood, miners in leaves), aquatic filter 
feeders (the rat-tailed maggots). 


The family Syrphidae is broken down into 3 subfamily and 15 tribes and contains more than 5,500 
described species. The total number of species is considerably greater, as there are many tropical 
species still awaiting description. Our visitors are as yet unidentified as there is little information 
available to help identify the Syrphidae of Australia. 


References: 

Zborowski and Storey - A Field Guide to Insects in Australia - Reed, 1995 
New T.R. - Name That Insect - Oxford University Press, 1996 

Flower Flies - www2.sel.barc.usda.gov/diptera/syrphid/syrphid.htm 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


The Clematis Sept 98 (Bairnsdale & 
District ЕМС) "Flood Науос”, an 


interesting article by Lynn Turner оп. 


the recent East Gippsland floods and 
their wide-ranging effects on the 
East Gippsland lakes system -and 


general ecology of the area. Many : 


previously drought-dry swamp and 
marsh areas are again under water, 
though in . some instances 
unfortunately with saline, rather than 
their previous fresh water, due to 
abnormal flow-back. 


Habitat August 98 (ACF) Special 
supplement in this issue is "Water 
Politics", about Queensland rivers 
and their uncertain future in the 
wake of the recent state election. 


San S| 
UN ESSI 
qa SYRPHIDAE . 


UNKNOWN SPECIES 
BE 


Another special Habitat 
supplement “Liquid Gold” stresses 
the wealth of benefits provided by 
Australia’s wetlands and the 
importance of Ramsar protection. 


In the Spotlight Vol. 4 No. 2 - 
Victorian Frog Group has 
commenced a project setting up a 
retrieval. system for the many 
frogs arriving in the State from 
Queensland and NSW in fruit 
crates. An estimated 6000 - 8000 
frogs аге transported іо 
Melbourne annually via this 
process. The VFG is looking for 
more volunteer couriers to help in 
this project. Geelong is one of the 
areas needing assistance. For 
details, see the magazine. 


Ocean Grove Park 2nd AGM, 
August 1998. The committee has 
been very active, negotiating with 
Trust for Nature and The 


Department of Infrastructure in order 
to secure the future of the Park. The 
Minister for Planning, the Hon. 
Robert Maclellan announced in 
December 1997 that he had 
purchased the park for. $400,000, 
subject to the community, through 
the Association and the Trust for 
Nature, contributing $200,000 over 
the ensuing three years and the 
Association maintaining the Park. 
Efforts are also underway for 
inclusion of the Park on the Registrar 
of the National Estate. 


A Yellow Gum subspecies has been 
acknowledged and a nomination has 
been made for the listing of the 
Bellarine Yellow Gum under the 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act. 


n 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING REPORT 


... Roy Whiteside 


Report of illustrated talk on "Grassy Plains and Woodlands" given by Vanessa Craigie at the General Meeting оп Sept. 
1st, 1998 


At the time of European settlement there was a wide distribution of treeless native grasslands and grassy woodlands. 
Today, only a small fraction of these grasslands remain and most are on public land and are not pristine. 


The talk focussed on the stony grasslands of the Western Plains with reference also to open mallee grasslands, grassy 
woodlands in the Gippsland Plains (dominated by Forest Red Gum) and Northern Plains Grasslands. Some wet 
grasslands and woody grasslands occur in quite ephemeral boggy areas. Open paddocks are dominated by Kangaroo 
grass (Themeda triandra) together with other native plants. 


WESTERN PLAINS BASALT GRASSLANDS 

The soils in these regions are of volcanic origin . They аге wet апа boggy in winter and hard, dry and cracked іп 
summer. When the first settlers arrived the soil was soft and friable and easy to work. The ecology was drastically 
changed by the compaction caused by the introduction of hooved animals. With the regimes of grazing, cropping, 
cultivation and introduction of exotic pastures it is difficult to ascertain the nature of the micro fauna and flora prior to 
European settlement. It is important to retain the best of the remaining native vegetation. 


MAIN NATIVE GRASSES OF THE WESTERN PLAINS 

The dominant species аге KANGAROO GRASS, WALLABY GRASSES (Danthonia spp.) and SPEAR GRASSES (Stipa 
Spp.) The latter two types tend to remain in grazed areas where other native species have been eliminated. Less 
dominant grasses are SILKY BLUE GRASS (Dichanthium sericeum) , TUSSOCK GRASSES (Poa spp.) and 
WEEPING GRASS (Microlaena stipoides). Weeping Grass is proving to be a good pasture species with good nutritional 
value and tolerance to mowing and ability to grow in shaded areas. 


MAIN NATIVE SPECIES IN WESTERN PLAINS GRASSLANDS OTHER THAN GRASSES 
Historically the daisy family comprised about 40% of all native species with LILIES and ORCHIDS making up most of 
the remainder. j 
Today the more common DAISIES are :- 
COMMON EVERLASTING (Chrysocephalum Apiculatum), 
LEMON BEAUTY HEADS (Calocephalus citreus), 
BASALT DAISY (Brachyscombe Basaltica) which does not like trampling, 
BILLY BUTTONS (Craspedia glauca ) which tolerates damp, 
SCALY BUTTONS (Leptorhynchus squamatus), 
YAM DAISY (Microseris scapigera) which was a food supply for Koories wno used the large tap roots for bread 
2 making. This plant has nearly been eliminated by sheep and rabbits. 
LILIES also have long tap roots and were a popular food species. Varieties include 
CHOCOLATE LILY (Diphopogon fimbriatus), 
MILKMAIDS (Burchadia umbellata) a disturbance coloniser, 
Blue-grass Lily (Caesia calliantha) and 
Flax lily (Dianella) 


ORCHIDS. Very few of these are left in grasslands. They are quite susceptible to burning off at the wrong time. An 
example is Golden Moths (Diuris lanceolata) which is now quite rare. 


Other grassland species include BLUE DEVILS (Aryncium ovinum), 
PINK BINDWEED (Convolulus erubescens), 
TALL BLUEBELL (Wahlenbergia), 
CREAM CANDLES (Stackhousia), 
PLAINS RICEFLOWER (Pimelea humilis), 
SLENDER SPEEDWELL (Veronica gracilis), 
Velleia paradoxa, 
SUNDEWS (Droseras) and 
BLUE PINCUSHIONS (Brunonia australis). 
PEA FAMILY. Some of the species are: 
PARROT PEAS (Dillwynia spp), 
RUNNING POSTMAN (Kennedia prostrata), 
CREEPING BOSSIA (Bossiaea prostrata) and the rare 
FEATHERHEAD (Ptilotus Macrocephalus). 
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OVERALL DISTRIBUTION AND THREATS TO NATIVE GRASSLAND 
Native grasslands can be found on 
1.Railway reserves eg. Senecio Macrocarpus classified as vulnerable in Victoria and is found beside Melbourne 
to Geelong railway. 
2. Roadsides, 
3. Cemeteries 
4. Old farming land sites with а history of grazing that are now about to be encroached upon for industry or 
housing. 


Management history needs to be considered. This can be of two basic types: 
1. Those with a history of fuel reduction burning on a regular basis or 2. those with a history of grazing. 


The ecology is a result of disturbance and the changes are fast because of the quick growing plants to be found in 
grasslands. This in contrast to changes which may occur in parts of a rainforest where large trees fall down occasionally 
and slow changes occur in the gaps created. 


In the Themeda dominated grasslands the grass grows very thickly in a few years and soon chokes out other plant 
types. Frequent burning of this type of land leaves mainly herbs. The original grazing by kangaroos has been taken over 
by horses cattle and sheep. 5 


Some processes that once occurred are not able to be simulated today . These are the activity of small mammals. For 
example , bandicoots were once very common on the mainland but are still fairly common in fox-free Tasmania. These 
animals dig in the soil and create air runs. 


RARE AND ENDANGERED PLANT SPECIES ON WESTERN PLAINS. 

These are mostly found in frequently burnt sites rather than in grazed areas. These include 
BUTTON WRINKLEWORT (Rutidosis leptorrhynchoides), 
LARGE FRUIT GROUNDSEL(Senecio macrocarpus), 
SMALL MILKWORT (Comesperma polygaloides) at Little River rail reserve, 
SUNSHINE DIURIS (Diuris fragrantissima), 
BASALT GREENHOOD, and 
PINK MULLA MULLA (Ptilotus Erubescens). 


RARE and THREATENED FAUNA are found mainly on private land and include 
STRIPED LEGLESS LIZARD ( Delmar impar), 

PLAINS-WANDERER, 

RED-CHESTED BUTTON-QUAIL and 

FAT- TAILED DUNNART. 


PROBLEMS OF GRASSLANDS include destruction by machinery, cropping, weed invasion and inappropriate 
management regimes. Controlled burning practices require great care to be taken in the choice of time of year, fire 
intensity and frequency of burning. 


MANAGEMENT RULES 
1. Previous management regimes need to be continued as these have created the present ecological situation 
2. Management must be done to retain species. 

eg. Mowing on the basis of twice a year has retained plant species on the Laverton Airfield 


The speaker stressed that preservation of the native grasslands сап be enhanced by groups and individuals helping by 
publicising, going on walks, going to talks, writing to newspapers and becoming involved in farm field days. 

More assessment and monitoring of sites is required. 

Signposts need to be erected to show where important species exist. 

Universities and other research institutions are very interested in monitoring by community groups. 


Some books about plants in grassland areas mentioned were 

1. Plains Wandering (a new definitive handbook) 

2. Grassland Plants of SE Australia by Neil and Jane Marriot (an excellent field guide) 
3. Plants of Melbourne's Western Plains (a handbook of common plants) 

4. Grassy Guidelines available from "Trust for Nature". 


Following a short question session Dick Southcombe gave a vote of thanks to the speaker. 
oO 

| am sure that members, and particularly those with an interest in botany, would be aware of the considerable effort 
required to produce a report such as this from an audio tape. On behalf of all members, | thank Roy very much. -Ed. 
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BIRD OF THE MONTH 


... Valda Dedman 


White-fronted Chat 


Name White-fronted 
Ephthianura albifrons 


Chat 


Other Names Baldyhead, Nunbird, 
Tintack, Moonbird. 


Description Sexes different. Male 
underparts, face and forehead white, 
black breastband extending to hood. 
Back grey. Female face апа 
upperparts grey/brown. Breastband 
blackish/brown. Immature lacks 
breastband. 


Length 11-13 cm. 

Voice Loud metallic tang. 

Food Ground-dwelling insects. 
Habitat Damp areas, saltmarsh. 
Along rivers and wetland margins. 
Not in heavily treed areas. 

Range Southern half of Australia, 
including Tasmania. Formerly 


occured further north. Widespread in 
suitable habitat. May leave the 


inland during summer. Resident 
locally. 
Geelong Swan Bay, Lake 


Connewarre, Reedy Lake, Pt Henry 
and Moolap salt works, Limeburner's 
Lagoon and Hovell's Creek estuary. 
Jerringot and margins of Barwon 
Valley Golf Course. 


Nest Neat cup of fine twigs, coarse 
grasses. Lined wih fine grasses and 
hair. Usually well concealed, often in 
the centre of a bush. Low to the 
ground in samphire, saltbush, rank 
grass. 2-3 tapered oval 
blotched red-brown at larger end. 


Breeding July to January. Geelong: 
August-December. 


dee 


"Should you visit in the vicinity 
of the Salt Works, or any low 
scrubby country near 
Geelong, and espy a spritely, 
dapper black and white bird, 
possessing a particularly well- 
laundered shirt front above a 
black vest, you may rest 


eggs, . 
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assured that .you are 
observing a male 
representative of the white- 
fronted variety". 
Percy Wood іп Geelong’s Birdlife 
in Retrospect, ed. Trevor Pescott) 


These words, written fifty years 
ago, are still true today. Charles 
Belcher, some thirty years earlier, 
wrote that the White-fronted Chat 
was “one of the best-known little 
birds that we have” and that it 
lived happily near human 
dwellings. The recent Geelong 
Bird Reports, however, do not 
include sightings in suburban 
gardens. 


The common name ‘Chat’ is a bit 
of a misnomer, for the birds 
seldom stay still long enough for a 
conversation. ‘Tintack’ gets the 
call right. The sound is similar to 
that of the Zebra Finch.'"Nunbird' 
and 'Baldyhead' and 'Moonbird' 
describe the white-faced male. 


*4,,.a particularly well-laundered 
shirt front above a black vest, . . ." 


You often see a pair perched on 
top of a bush, not together, but 
close enough. In autumn and 
winter they may gather in loose 
flocks of forty or more birds. 
Charles Belcher saw hundreds 
together following the plough for 
worms and insects on a farm at 
Avalon on April 29th, 1912. Most 
of them were males. 


The male is a bright little bird that 
catches the eye, a clean, smart, 
striking little fellow. His mate is 
duller, greyer, as аге the 
juveniles. 


Charles Belcher found nests with 
long pieces of “thatch-grass” 
protruding, he thought, to act as 
guiding lines 


"This nest was built 
exteriorly of dead grass- 
stems and roots, the former 
in many cases showing the 
dead  seed-heads still 
attached, and several little 
clumps of grass with roots 
and all. There was one 
piece of dead furze. Thus 
was formed the base; the 
nest proper was  cup- 


shaped, 3 inches across and 1 
1/2 deep; the rim formed of 
longer stems, running, some 
of them, round the greater part 
of the circumference, and the 
cup itself formed of finer 
grass-stems without seeds or 
roots. The lining pad was of 
horse-hair, and a very little of 
the grey fur of some small 
animal. There was not a single 
feather employed anywhere in 
building the nest." 


What a wonderful record. Not a 
strictly scientific description, but an 
example we could all copy. 


Chats are very good at trying to lure 
an intruder away from the nest site 
by the broken wing trick. Not so 
clever, however, is the repetition of 
the trick, starting again from the 
nest, if the first attempt was not 
successful. 


Local breeding records in recent 
years include Point Henry,.where 
nests with eggs or young were 
found in November of 1993 and 
1995. Belcher observed that most 
birds lay in October, so now is the 

time to watch for the broken-wing 

display or.birds carrying food. 


Australian Chats are an endemic 
group of five species and the White- 
fronted is the only one to come so 
far south. The males are all more 
brightly coloured than the females. 
They are one of the few small birds 
that walk and do not hop. Their flight 
is strong and bouncing. They eat 
insects and seeds found on the 
ground, although no seeds have 
been found in gut examinations of 
the White-fronted Chat. A flock was 
once observed feeding in the outer 
foliage of trees, but this is rare. 
Perhaps they were taking nectar. 
Chats, like honeyeaters, have brush- 
tipped tongues, and DNA 
investigation now puts both genera 
together in the family Meliphagidae. 


Anecdotes about  White-fronted 
Chats do not turn up frequently, 
despite the birds' appeal. Too easily 
recognised? Not rare enough? 


A common bird but a striking one, 
with personality. 


Don't neglect it. 
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Those dates again... 


EVENT DATE PAGE CONTACT TELEPHONE 


Hooded Plover Count Nov 8 € Margaret Cameron 5229 9792 
Seaview Park Nov 13 1 Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Challenge Bird Count Dec 6 3 Margaret Cameron 5229 9792 


Coast Action Walks 


Limeburner's Bay Ramble Jan 12 3 Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Avalon Beach Walk Jan 14 3 Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Barwon River Walk Jan 16 3 . Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Mt Baw Baw Campout Jan 16-17 1 Graeme Tribe 5255 2302 
П 
OBSERVATION REPORTS October 1998 -- compiled by Barry Lingham 


Observations were submitted by Ray Baverstock (RBa), Barry Lingham (BL), Rohan Bugg (RBu), Graeme Tribe (GT), 
Joan and Vernon Cohen (J&VC), Craig Morley (CMo), Jan Winstanley (JW), Margaret Cameron (MAC), Gordon 
McCarthy (GMc), ==: iim. 


It has been good to see reports of birds returning to our area (E Curlew, Ruddy Turnstone, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, 
Rufous Whistler, Olive-backed Oriole) and some breeding reports from Black Duck. Two special reports of warblers 
were made by Craig Morley and Rohan Bugg. Craig heard the delicate "falling silvery thread of sound" (Pizzey) of this 
rare visitor to Geelong. This bird is also known as the Western Gerygone ( pronounced ‘jerigonny’) or White-tailed 
Warbler. The White-throated Gerygone seen by Rohan is also a beautiful songster with a "falling leaf" call that can be 
clearly heard for quite a distance. It has a yellow breast and white throat whilst the Western Warbler is whitish below and 
grey brown above. It has white near the base and tips of the tail. Both birds are about the size of a thornbill. 


Great Crested Grebes are rarely reported around Geelong, but Craig noted a large flock of 62 on Lake Modewarre. Joan 
and Vernon Cohen also saw a smaller flock at the Avalon Saltworks. Look for the distinctive crest which can appear to 
be a set of ears on the top of the head. 


Brolgas are birds of the Western District Plains, but one bird was seen by Margaret Cameron and a group of people at 
Swan Bay. There has been reports of these stately birds at the Werribee Treatment Complex, but this is a very unusual 
record. 


Pacific Black Duck often have large broods. They have to survive many hazards; Rohan reported a nest more than 15 
metres high; a long drop for the little chicks! Colin Goldberg gave a verbal report of ducklings disappearing from a 
wetland near Lara. The mystery was solved when a large carp was seen to swallow one of the few remaining chicks!! It 
seems that the carp are not just a menace to our waterways but also to the things that float on the water. 


Corellas continue to expand into the Geelong region. Large flocks of Little Corellas have been noted just west of 
Geelong. Trevor Pescott noted only one record of these birds near Wooloomanata in the early 1960s in his book "Birds 
of Geelong". My first record of corellas on the Bellarine Peninsula was the sound of a flock passing over early in the 
morning. | believe they were Long-billed Corellas. 


(Continued on page 12) 
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(Continued from page 11) 


Black Swan 
Great Crested Grebe 


Australasian Gannet 
Brolga 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Royal Spoonbill 
Pacific Black Duck 


Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Black Falcon 

Ruddy Turnstone 
Eastern Curlew 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Common Bronzewing 
Long-billed Corella 
Little Corrella 

Corella sp. 

Musk Lorikeet 

Swift Parrot 


Blue-winged Parrot 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 


Sacred Kingfisher 
Rainbow Bee-eater 


Rose Robin 
Rufous Whistler 


Satin Flycatcher 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler 
Southern Emu-wren 
Western Warbler 
White-throated Gerygone 
Zebra finch 

Olive-backed Oriole 


OTHER OBSERVATIONS 
Swamp VVallaby 
Platypus : 


170 


LUN) — e he G3 ma ND OO (9 


6/08/98 
10/10/98 
27/09/98 
25/10/98 

6/10/98 
24/10/98 

2/10/98 
23/10/98 
16/10/98 
29/09/98 
11/09/98 
16/10/98 

2/10/98 
27/09/98 
23/10/98 
10/10/98 

5/10/98 
28/09/98 
27/09/98 
21/10/98 
26/10/98 
11/09/98 
25/09/98 
19/09/98 
11/09/98 

7/09/98 
12/10/98 

5/10/98 
23/10/98 
23/10/98 
11/10/98 

5/10/98 

4/10/98 
20/10/98 

4/09/98 
18/10/98 
16/10/98 
16/10/98 
14/09/98 
12/10/98 


10/09/98 
14/09/98 
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Barwon Downs. 20 on a dam and 150 feeding in fields. MHe 
Avalon Salt Works. One in breeding plumage. J&VC 
Lake Modewarre, western side. CMo 
Werribee Treatment Facility, Little River CMo+ 
Louttit Bay, Lorne JW 


Swan Bay. Immature bird in saltmarsh on SW of the bay. MAC+ 
Highton. Flying west. Some years since big flocks seen RBa 
Barwon Estuary, Pelican Point. Unusually large number. GT 
Jerringot. Pair wth 13 young. GMc 
Barwon River. Parent with 8 young near Balyang sanctuary RBa 
Werribee River. Nesting in old Raven's nest in Red Gum RBu 


Long Forest. Two adults plus 1 nestling. RBu 
Werribee township. RBu 
Cheetham Saltworks, Laverton. RBu 


Barwon Estuary, Pelican Point. Unusually large number. GT 


Avalon Saltworks. Flocks feeding on edge of Corio Вау J&VC 
Hoppers Crossing, Wyndham City Depot. RBu 
Maude. With 1 L. Corella and 2 galahs. CMo 
In paddock 10 Km west of Geelong. CMo 


Ocean Grove. Flock heard at 0515. Rare on Bellarine Pen. BL 


Werribee River. First Spring observation. RBu 
Bungey's Hole, Werribee River. RBu 
Queenscliff. Briefly alighted in tree then flew WNVV CMo 
Little River township. Also 4 on 4/9/98 RBu 
Werribee Plains. Argoona Road. RBu 
Werribee. RBu 
Lara, Hovell's Creek. Singing on low branch. J&VC 
Cobbledicks Ford, Werribee River. RBu 
Cobbledicks Ford, Werribee River. 1st obs for this area. RBu 
Belmont. Flying over. GMc 


Geelong Bot. Gardens. Imm. Appeared different to 13/9 birdCMo 
Cobbledicks Ford. 1st Spring observation for Werribee area.RBu 


Bacchus Marsh RBu 
Cobbledicks Ford. 1st observation for Werribee area. RBu 
Bungey's Hole, Werribee River. RBu 


Alcoa Lease, Anglesea. In wet heathland BE 


Newtown. Heard calling softly at 1600 Hrs. CMo 
Werribee Gorge RBu 
Cobbledicks Ford. RBu 
Lara, St Laurence Park. VC 
Bungeys Hole, Werribee River. RBu 
Bungeys Hole, Werribee River. RBu 


GFNC OFFICE BEARERS (1998-1999) 


President Barry Lingham 5255 4291 

Vice-President Vacant 
Secretary Madeline Glynn 5248 6332 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 
Minute Secretary Donna Wood 5221 2956 
Immediate Past PresidentDick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Committee Member Ade Foster 5243 9478 
^ > Peter Hackett 5229 4642 
Diana Primrose 5250 1811 
? = Graeme Tribe 5255 2302 
д Б Alison Watson 5229 3488 

1 F Vacant 

ç Vacant 
Honorary Librarian Betty Moore 5288 7220 
Editor Alban Lloyd-Jones 5243 3704 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and GEELONG BIRD REPORT EDITOR 


Bio-diversity Group Ade Foster 5243 9478 
Bird Group ; Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish (Pri) 03 5367 3196 (Bus) 03 9344 5715 


DISCLAIMER 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. ‘Geelong Naturalist’ may be quoted without 
permission provided that acknowledgement of the club and the author is made. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


ROSTERS 
LIBRARY SUPPER HALL MAILING 


NOV Lorraine Preston Roma Connors lan Hunt Beverley Morwood 
Bev McNay Ron Mole 


DEC Madeline Glynn Noreen Arthur Geoff Mathison Alban Lloyd-Jones 
Lily Sherwood Dick Southcombe Valerie Lloyd-Jones 
Nora Errey 
Shirley Southcombe 


Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: і 
Karingal Community Centre, Согппег McKillop and Humble Streets, East Geelong. : 
Use the Humble Street entrance. 


Plant drawings are reproduced from Wildflower Diary Winifred Waddell Vic 1976. 
Illustrator, Elizabeth Cochrane. 
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